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agreement of the United States, made as aforesaid, he immediately with all fidelity and despatch entered upon the execution of his said executory agreement, and to that end proceeded and purchased the steamer "Philadelphia" at the cost of eighteen thousand dollars, and proceeded with the said steamer to the Chowan River, and there properly procured and purchased at great cost and charge, and had properly laden on board said steamer two hundred and fifty-seven bales of cotton, weighing one hundred and twenty-one thousand six hundred and forty pounds, properly weighed and inspected under the supervision of Thomas Upton, the agent of the United States, for that purpose specially designated and appointed, and who had the care and custody of said cotton, for its general protection on board of said steamer, for the use and benefit of the United States, as well as to see that all of the cotton so purchased was delivered to the United States; and the said steamer, with the cargo of cotton on board, immediately steamed for the port of Norfolk, and would have arrived there on or about the 10th day of January, 1865, if it had not been for the unjust and improper interference of the United States, as hereinafter complained of. That on or about the ninth day of January A.D. 1865, the said steamer and her cargo of cotton, while on her passage to Norfolk, was forcibly taken possession of by the naval authorities of the United States, and taken from the custody and possession of your petitioner and treasury agent, and by the naval authority turned over to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, and by its direction carried to the city of New York; and the cotton so taken was appropriated to the use of the United States, whereby your petitioner was deprived and prevented from carrying out his said contract of sale and delivery of the said cotton at Norfolk, and the realization of the value of said cotton, at the New York prices (less one-fourth) on the day he otherwise would have delivered the same at Norfolk.
And your petitioner avers that the market value of cotton per pound of the quality and description of that laden on board of said steamer in this city of New York was one dollar and twenty-five cents per pound on the day he would have delivered the same to the United States at Norfolk, and of which he was deprived by the acts of the United States as aforesaid, in violation of their said contract and agreement, as aforesaid.
And your petitioner avers that in all respects he duly observed and kept all the regulations and requirement of the authorities.